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Iraqi citizen Athraa Hasoon
said that she lives a “typical fami-
ly life” in her country, now that
Saddam Hussein’s reign is com-
ing to an end.

“Although there is bloodshed,
it is not as violent as the TV
images show,” Hasoon said. “I get
up and walk my daughter to
school, go to work, come home
and cook just like anyone else.”

Hasoon, a professor of biology
at Baghdad University, also said
that there must be probable
cause in order for the authorities
to apprehend someone, whereas
under the Ba’ath party, citizens of
Iraq could be detained for

minuscule reasons, such as not
having at least one photograph of
former president Hussein in
their home.

She and Dr. Hayder
Abdulkarin, who volunteered
with the Middle East Council of
Churches in Iraq to provide
humanitarian assistance during
the war, spoke to members of the
Plymouth Morning Rotary Club
and their guests Tuesday on the
pain and suffering the people of
Iraq endured under the Ba’ath
party. And he says with the help
of Iraq’s new “partner,” his coun-
try will thrive in the years to
come.

“Now we have hope,” he said.
“Every time you have hope,
there is always the opportunity

for new development, education,
health services and security.”

The Iraq-America Freedom
Alliance (IAFA) called in the two
individuals, who are doing their
part to build a bright future for
the people of Iraq.

The alliance is a coalition of
American and Iraqi organiza-
tions and individuals committed
to fostering goodwill between our
nations’ citizens and winning the
war on terror.

Under Saddam Hussein, the
two would have never had the
opportunity to tell their story to
anyone outside of Iraq.

“It’s difficult to find out what
truth is,” Tim Phillips, Rotary
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Athraa Hasoon, left, a professor of biology at Baghdad University and Dr. Hayder Abdulkarin, both of Iraq,
said things are getting better in their native country, now that Saddam Hussein has been deposed.

Parents of the Huntington Place and Huntington Place
II subdivisions in Canton Township currently send their
children to the Van Buren Public Schools. Now, they want
out.

“We live in Canton. That’s where we go to shop and eat.
Everything about us is Canton Township. We are in no
shape or form part of Van Buren Township. We have no
ties there,” said Mark Dixon, leader of the group of parents
seeking a district transfer.

Dixon said that the primary reason children from the
two neighborhoods off Beck and Geddes Road should go to
Plymouth-Canton schools, instead of Van Buren schools is
because they have no ties to the Van Buren community.

“We are in Canton. Why can’t our kids go to Canton
schools?” he said.

Last week, the issue went before Administrative Law
Judge Lauren Harkness in Lansing. Harkness has until
mid-January to review the case before it goes back to the
state school superintendent for a final decision. Paul
Henning, communications specialist for Van Buren Public
Schools, said they would not know anything more about
the case until then. However, Dixon is certain about the

outcome.
“We feel confident that the judge will see it our way,” he

said.
Dixon has lived in the subdivision for 8 years. He start-

ed his district-switch crusade while his daughters were
attending Belleville High School a few years ago. But the
process to get the issue in front of the state board of educa-
tion has taken so long both of his children have graduated
and are now in college.

Currently, he said that many of the parents in his neigh-
borhood send their children to private or charter schools.
It’s not for religious purposes he said, but because they
don’t want their children going to Van Buren Township. 

He also said that while he doesn’t have anything against
Van Buren schools, Plymouth-Canton schools have a better
curriculum and better test scores. They are better schools,
he said. 

Dixon said the boundaries, were drawn in the 1950s,

and aren’t applicable anymore. Development has changed
the demographics of the area and it doesn’t make sense to
send kids from Canton to Van Buren schools for several
reasons, he said. 

“Belleville High School is nearly 8 miles away while the
Plymouth-Canton high schools are only 4 miles away.
Dodson Elementary is 2 miles away from the neighbor-
hood, but the kids are sent 6 miles to the nearest Van
Buren elementary,” said Dixon. “Canton students who
attend Van Buren schools are underserved.”

According to Henning, this is not the first district trans-
fer to go before the state. Similar situations have occurred
in the City of Northville where residents requested to be
pulled from the Plymouth-Canton school district and
moved to the Northville school district. 

“This situation is not an isolated incident,” he said.
Pete Lazaroff, superintendent of Van Buren schools, did

not want to comment about the district transfer at the time
of publication. 

Jim Ryan, superintendent of the Plymouth-Canton
schools, was unavailable for comment at press time.

So why doesn’t Van Buren schools want to let them go?
Dixon said it’s a matter of economics. They want to keep
the tax dollars. 

“It’s an economic issue,” he said. “They (Van Buren
schools) refuse to relinquish it,” he said. 
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We are in Canton. Why can’t our kids 
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Ongoing school district boundary dispute goes before judge

Plymouth-Canton Community
School Board members
approved the selection of an
architectural firm for the con-
struction of a new elementary
school and another for the reno-
vation of 20 other buildings.

At the regular meeting
Tuesday night, the board select-
ed the Warren-based Wakely
Associates, Inc. to build the new
district elementary school.

Along with Wakely, the
Bloomfield Hills-based T & P
Associates, Inc. was chosen to
perform the renovation of many
of the existing schools. McCarthy
& Smith, Inc. has been selected
to oversee the construction and
renovation process.

Although these firms have
been chosen, board members
have not ruled out the possibility
of developing Requests for
Proposals (RFPs) from various
architectural groups and con-
struction management services
for review by the board.

“These groups have worked in
our district before,” Schools
Superintendent Jim Ryan said.
“But even though we like them,
we’re still out to get the best deal
possible.”

Wakely has serviced the dis-
trict in the past, building its last
four schools. T & P was hired by
he district 4 years ago to com-
plete miscellaneous projects.

The decision to select these

firms as opposed to RFPs was a
time saving measure, according
to the board. Assistant
Superintendent Ken Jacobs said
it takes about a month and a half
for an RFP to be processed.

The services are needed fol-
lowing the approval of a $109
million dollar bond in the Sept.
28 election.

Renovation of 20 district
schools will cost $94 million,
including adding amenities such
as air conditioning, new roofs
and flooring. The new elemen-
tary school is projected to cost
$15 million.

Although the majority of
board members fully supported
the decision to continue the dis-
trict’s relationship with the three
companies selected, one mem-
ber wants more research done
before making a decision.

Treasurer Judy Mardigian
suggested reviewing Crain’s
Business Publications to find the
market leaders. She also said she
wants the full benefit of a review-
ing analysis.

“The decision we make, we’ll
have to live with for a while,” she
said. “I’d like to see this decision
made by us as a board.”
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A federal grant will help
make the large Plymouth-
Canton school district feel small-
er for students. 

District officials recently
learned they were awarded a
Smaller Learning Communities
Implementation Grant of $1.2
million. It was the highest
amount given to a district in
Michigan. Ten other school dis-
tricts in the state received
grants.

The grant program was creat-
ed when the No Child Left
Behind Act was signed into law
in 2002. Its aim is to help large
high schools create smaller envi-
ronments in which students can
learn. 

According to Mike Bender,
the director of secondary educa-

tion, the Plymouth-Canton high
school system has grown so
rapidly that programs connect-
ing students and teachers are
needed. Bender said studies
have shown that students do bet-
ter when they’re in smaller
groups. 

“Our goal is to have students
perform at very high levels. This
will help the them feel more
comfortable at the park,”
Bender said.

He said the smaller learning
community programs the district
is conducting and has planned
will help students connect better
with their subjects, their teach-
ers and other students. 

“And how they apply all of it
to their own lives,” he said. “This
grant is of particular significance
because it helps support work
we’re currently doing with our
three high schools.”
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The Canton Police
Department recently received a
grant from the state that will
assist in policing mobile home
parks.  

The $35,046 grant was award-
ed to the township by the
Michigan Office of Drug Control
Policy. The grant period began
Oct. 1 and will continue until
Sept. 30, 2005. 

According to John Santomauro,
director of public safety, Canton
has a very high number of
mobile home residents in rela-
tion to the rest of the state. There
are eight mobile home parks in
the township. The department
will focus on offering more ser-
vices to the Wagon Wheel,
College Park and Holiday
Estates parks. The three parks
contain 1,031 homes. 

Other mobile home parks in
Canton include Academy Pointe,

Royal Holiday, Sherwood
Village, The Villas and
Westpoint Manor. 

Santomauro said that polic-
ing mobile home parks poses
unique challenges. The parks
have a higher density of people
in a concentrated area. 

“It will tend to be younger
people living in the area,” he
said. “You have some people
that create problems.”

According to Santomauro, the
grant will refresh coffers

drained from working in mobile
home parks. 

“These funds will offset what
we use policing those areas,” he
said. 

He also said that the depart-
ment will offer crime prevention
services with the grant funding.
Mobile park homeowners will
be provided with copies of calls
to service and incident reports
at no cost. The department will
also provide community activi-
ties in the mobile home parks

focused on safety and crime pre-
vention.  

Mostly, though, Santomauro
said that the grant will allow the
department to continue the
same level of service in the
areas. He said that the police
force will remain highly visible
in the communities and that the
grant will help with officer
salaries and overtime. 

“The idea of the grant would
be to get to high-need areas,” he
said.

State funds to help police mobile home parks
John Counts
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Stylist Sandy Jezewski gives Louise Kane, 15, her hair to hold. Kane, a sophomore at Canton High
School, donated her hair to the Locks of Love charity.  

Plymouth resident Katherine
Dougan, 13, sat smiling in the styl-
ist’s chair after hair she’d grown
for nearly a year was snipped off. 

“It feels light. It’s the shortest
I’ve ever had it,” she said. 

This wasn’t an ordinary hair-
cut. Instead of ending up scat-
tered in heaps under the chair
waiting for the broom, the hair
was carefully bound in a ponytail
and set aside to be sent off to
Locks of Love, a charity that has
been collecting hair for children
since 1997. 

Dougan said she welcomed
the new style given the circum-
stances. 

“It’s for a good cause,” she
said. 

Locks of Love was started by

Madonna Coffman, a cardiac
nurse in Florida whose daughter
suffered from alopecia areata, a
medical condition that causes
sudden, irrevocable hair loss.
The hair collected by Locks of
Love is turned into prosthetic
wigs for children who have expe-
rienced hair loss due to any med-
ical condition, including
chemotherapy.

What started out small—21
hairpieces were received the first
year—has now blossomed into a
national phenomenon. With the
help of national media exposure,
Locks of Love now receives more
than 2,000 hairpieces a week.
Eighty percent of those who
donate are children.

Louise Kane, 15, a sophomore
at Canton High School, followed
Dougan into the stylist chair at
Sandy’s Hair Designs in down-

town Plymouth. The minimum
length for donation is 10 inches.
Kane, who has been growing her
hair out for a year and a half, was
at 12. 

She closed her eyes as hair
stylist Sandy Jezewski began to
cut off the hair that went down to
the middle of her back. 

Kane said that it is important
for all kids to have hair. 

“If you don’t have a lot of hair
in good quality, it’s not as much
fun,” she said.         

Her mother, Kay Kane, said
that she thought her daughter
learned a valuable lesson from
the experience.   

“I’m glad she can be gener-
ous,” said Kay Kane, her mother.
“I’m very proud of her.”

For more information about
Locks of Love, visit the website at
www.locksoflove.org.    

A cut above 
Local student donates hair to charity
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Clinic slides into township

Hockey-lovers with physical
disabilities don’t have to be spec-
tators any longer. 

Canton Township Leisure
Services is hosting a free sled
hockey clinic from 3 to 5 p.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 16 at the Arctic
Edge Ice Arena. 

According to Jon LaFever, a
youth development specialist in
leisure services, sled hockey is
kind of like wheelchair basket-
ball on ice. A player is seated
upright in a sled with blades like
those on ice skates underneath.
Two cut-down hockey sticks are
used, one to push the sled, and

the other to handle the puck.
While 12 sleds will be available
on Saturday, those who wish to
participate should bring their
own helmet. 

LaFever said even those who
are just curious about the sport
should come and observe the
clinic. He said that leisure ser-
vices has ice time set aside in the
future for sled hockey, all they
need are players. 

“We want this to be an ongoing
event,” he said.   

John Counts
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Club vice-president, said. “These
people have come here today to
help us understand what that
truth is.”

Hasoon added that her salary
has taken a huge climb since
United States forces have began
the liberation of the war-torn
country. As a college professor,
Hasoon’s pay ballooned from
about $1.50 a month to around
$500 per month.

Hasoon went on to add that
there we no new books or com-
puters at her university. She then
joked about going from an “old-

school” blackboard and chalk, to
an up-to-date “whiteboard” and
markers.

Hasoon’s light tone stopped,
though, when she began to talk
about her children. Hasoon said
this liberation will serve them
more than it will her.

“My life is gone,” she said. “I
didn’t travel. But now, I’m very
happy for my children. They will
travel. They will do everything
they want to do. So if I die, I’ll be
fine because of my children.”

Abdulkarin said that under
Hussein, no one could travel out-
side of Iraq without the fear of
being murdered. He also said
that there were no human rights
or women’s rights under the Iraqi
dictator. He added that the

health care situation was in
shambles under the Ba’ath party,
stating that there was no vaccina-
tion system for children, or hos-
pital supplies.

After the two had the opportu-
nity to speak, they fielded ques-
tions from the crowd, ranging
from their thoughts on the
upcoming elections in January, to
the length of time U.S. forces
should stay in Iraq.

Both speakers agree they
want Iraq to govern itself, but
they were quick to praise what
the troops are doing.

“We don’t want the U.S. to
leave us because we don’t have a
strong enough front to protect us
from our invaders,” Hasoon said.
“If we had a strong army and a

strong police force, then we
wouldn’t need them. But now we
do need them.”

Abdulkarin added that with
Iraq’s first-ever democratic elec-
tion just two months away, he has
hopes that more than 80 percent
of the Iraqi people will exercise
their right to vote.

However, Phillips said there
were some Rotary members who
were sensitive to the timing of
the appearance.

“A couple of people thought
this was going to be more of a
political thing,” he said. “They
were more concerned about the
timing as it relates to the elec-
tion. But this wasn’t political at
all. This was a human interest
story, and we were glad to have

them.”
Hasoon and Abdulkarin were

very busy this week. Following
the Plymouth seminar, the two
headed to Dearborn to speak to a
class at Henry Ford Community
College. They also traveled to
Calvin College and Grand Rapids
to speak at a high school and to
the Grand Rapids Chamber of
Commerce.

Both speakers said they have
nothing but positive things to
share when they return home.
Hasoon said she hopes one day
Iraq will look like the U.S. And
Abdulkarin said he has hopes of
one specific change to be made
in his home country.

“We have a strong partner in
the United States,” he said. 

Bridges
FROM PAGE 1


